
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This document is intended to help Hampton voters understand the Warrant Articles that will appear 
on the ballot on March 12, 2019.  Each Article is explained, and there is a short statement about what 
those in favor say about it, and what those opposed say. A separate downloadable document can be used to 
jot down your decision on each Article. You may bring those notes about your choices to the Ballot Box 
with you to save time. There is a link to a sample ballot on our home page. You can also print that, fill in 
your choices and bring it with you to the voting booth to save time. 
 
Article 1: Election of Officers 

 
Note: There are 3 contested races, outlined in yellow. All other positions have candidates equal to (or less 
than) the number of openings. You have the option to write in the name of a candidate for any position. 
 

 
 

Articles 2-9 are Zoning Articles       
 
Article 2: Zoning - New Demolition Requirements for Structures 100 Years And Older 
 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No.1 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Hampton 
Zoning Ordinance as follows? 
 
Amend Article I – General Section 1.6 Definitions to add a definition for "Demolition". 
 
Amend Article I - Districts. New Section 1.8 to establish a demolition review procedure which includes the 
following: a purpose statement; review thresholds that are triggered where a building was constructed more 
than one hundred (100) years before the date of application for was constructed more than one hundred 
(100) years before the date of application for a demolition permit (per Assessor records), or is listed in the 
National or State Register of Historic Places, with an exemption provided for manufactured homes; a 
review process which involves the applicant meeting with the Building Inspector and the Town Planner to 
review the proposed demolition and discuss potential alternatives to demolition prior to the issuance of a 
demolition permit; the opportunity for the Hampton Historical Society or its designee to photographically 
document a subject building prior to demolition, encouraging the applicant to salvage significant 
architectural features, and to state that nothing in the Article shall be construed to prevent immediate 
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demolition where public safety is at stake. A statement of authority relating to a Historic District 
Commission and/or a Heritage Commission, if established, is also included. 
 
What it means: This warrant article amends the definition of “Demolition” and establishes a new 
demolition review procedure. The new procedure applies only to requests for demolition of structures that 
are more than 100 years old before the date of the demolition application, and/or are listed in the National 
or State Register of Historic Places. The new procedure adds a meeting with the Building Inspector and 
Town Planner to ensure that alternatives to demolition are discussed and considered. It also provides for the 
Hampton Historical Society (or its designee) to be able to photographically document the structure prior to 
demolition to ensure that a record of that structure will exist. The applicant will also be encouraged to 
salvage significant architectural features. If there is a public safety concern, the structure may be 
demolished immediately. 
 
Those in favor say: When a structure is important to our heritage, this Warrant Article allows us to “push 
the pause button” to make sure that all avenues have been explored to preserve our history. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at the Deliberative Session.   
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
 
Article 3: Wetlands Conservation District - Major Construction to Comply with FEMA Guidelines 
 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Hampton 
Zoning Ordinance as follows? 
 
Amend Wetland Conservation District Ordinance Section 2.3.4 - Use Restrictions and Prohibited Uses to 
add a new Section "H" titled "Construction Standards for the Tidal Wetland Conservation District" that will 
require all new construction and  substantial  improvements projects within the Tidal Wetland Conservation 
District to comply with FEMA's Guidelines that the Town has adopted for the VE Special  Flood Hazard 
Area (Section 2.4.11-C Coastal  High Hazard Areas (Zone VE) - Construction  Standards). The construction 
work shall have no adverse impacts on adjacent properties. 
 
What It Means: This warrant article amends Wetlands Conservation District ordinance section 2.3.4. It 
requires that newly constructed structures or those that are substantially improved in the Tidal Wetlands 
Conservation District conform to FEMA’s guidelines that the Town previously adopted for the VE Special 
Flood Hazard zone. Those guidelines provide for the first floor of the structure to be at least one foot above 
Base Flood Elevation, and that the space below the first floor be open and covered only with lattice work, 
open fencing, or break-away walls such that water in storm events can flow freely beneath the structure.  
 
Those in favor say: The additional guidelines will help reduce the potential for flood-related damage in 
areas that are prone to flooding.  It will also reduce the cost of insurance premiums for homeowners. 
 
Those against say: One person spoke against this Article and stated that NO additional building should 
occur in the Wetlands Conservation District. While this Article provides guidelines to assure more flood-
appropriate construction, those against say that there should be no new construction at all.  (Note: Whether 
the Article passes or fails does not change whether people can build in the Wetlands Conservation District, 
only that if they do they must follow FEMA guidelines for special flood hazard zones.) 
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
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Article 4: Calculation of Minimum Lot Area in Wetlands Conservation District 
 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No.3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Hampton 
Zoning Ordinance as follows? 
 
Amend Article II - Districts. Wetlands Conservation District Ordinance Section 2.3.7 Special Provisions C, 
C-1 and C-2 such that the calculation of the minimum lot area and lot area per dwelling unit for newly 
created 1ots and lots increasing the number of dwelling units, is based on 100% of the required minimum 
lot area and minimum lot area per dwelling unit in the underlying zoning district is located outside the 
Wetlands Conservation District.  
This Amendment also includes adding a footnote to Article IV - Dimensional Requirements, Section 4.1- 
"Minimum Lot Area" and Section 4.1.1 - "Minimum Lot Area per Dwelling Unit" referencing Section 2.3.7 
C, and adding a reference to Section 2.3.7 C under Article I -General, Section 1.6 - Definition of  
"Lot Area" to reflect said change. 
 
What It Means: Any newly created lots or any development affecting the number of dwelling units per lot, 
must use 100% of the building lot size requirements in the underlying zoning district.  The calculations for 
minimum requirements may not include Wetlands or Buffers.  
 
Those In favor Say: This article corrects a situation where Wetlands acreage was used as part of minimum 
lot size requirements. 
 
Those against say: One person spoke against this Article and stated that NO additional building should 
occur in the Wetlands Conservation District, thus the calculation change is unnecessary. (ITKH Note: 
Whether the Article passes or fails does not change whether building can occur in the Wetlands 
Conservation District.)  
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
 
Article 5: Allowance for Additional Height When Raising Structures in the Floodplain 
 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Hampton Zoning Ordinance as follows? 
 
Amend Article II - Districts. Floodplain Management Ordinance Section 2.4.9 Structure Requirements- #1 
Elevation Requirements to allow a property owner to elevate their structure an additional one or two feet 
beyond the required 1 foot above base flood elevation. Also, to adjust the maximum height requirement 
provided in Article IV - Dimensional Requirements (Section 4.4) to less than or equal to the selected 
amount above base flood elevation. The maximum height shall not exceed a total of three feet. 
 
What it means:  If a property owner wishes to raise a structure an additional one or two feet above the 
required base flood elevation, this Article will allow them up to 2 feet above the maximum height 
restriction - without seeking a variance for that height difference. A height variance would not be required if 
the added height of the structure is no more than three feet. 
Those in favor say: Homes in the Floodplain area need the additional height to be able to protect their 
properties and reduce the cost of flood insurance. This Article will allow them to raise their homes for up to 
two additional feet without getting a variance.  This will enable people to make structures already in the 
Wetlands Conservation District more resilient. 
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Those against say: One person spoke against this warrant article, and is opposed to any construction of any 
type in the Wetlands Conservation District, even to elevate existing structures. (ITKH Note: Whether this 
Article passes or fails will not affect the ability to construct or renovate a home in the Wetlands 
Conservation District.)  
   
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
 
Article 6: Delete Unnecessary Requirement in the Aquifer Protection District Ordinance 
 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Hampton 
Zoning Ordinance as follows? 
 
Amend Article II - Districts. Section 2.5.4 - Use Regulations (Aquifer Protection District Ordinance) as 
follows: To delete the requirement for a written statement prepared by a qualified Professional Engineer 
from Subsection F - Conditional Uses, whereas applicants are already required to submit written findings of 
fact verifying all 7 protective measures listed in the Ordinance prior to the Planning Board granting a 
Conditional Use Permit in this District. 
 
What it means: This warrant article Amends Article II - Districts, Section 2.5.4 - Use Regulations (Aquifer 
Protection District Ordinance) to simply the process of seeking a Conditional Use Permit by eliminating a 
duplicate submission requirement. A written statement prepared by a qualified Professional Engineer is 
being eliminated because written findings of fact verifying all seven protective measures listed in the 
Ordinance are already required and should cover that Engineer’s statement. 
 
Those in favor say: This is a “housekeeping” Article. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
 
Article 7: Clarification of Recording Requirements Related to Removal of Accessory Dwelling Unit 
 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No.6 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Hampton 
Zoning Ordinance as follows? 
 
Amend Article III-A - Accessory Dwelling Units to Single-Family Dwellings. Section 3-A11. Removal of 
an Accessory Dwelling Unit as follows: To specify the existing requirement for the recording of a 
Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions at the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds only 
applies to lots located in the RA or RAA zoning district. 
 
What it means: This warrant article specifies the recording requirements at the Rockingham County 
Registry of Deeds for the removal of an Accessory Dwelling Unit to a Single-Family Dwelling in the RA 
and RAA zoning districts. 
 
Those in favor say: This is a “housekeeping” Article. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
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Article 8: Prohibit Air Dancer Signs and Set Requirements for Other Signs 
 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 7 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Hampton 
Zoning Ordinance as follows? 
 
Amend Article V - Signs as follows:  Section 5.2 to add definitions for "Air Dancer" and for "Feather, Sail, 
or Teardrop Sign"; Section 5.4.1 to state (within new Subsection "h") that air dancers are expressly 
prohibited in all zones; Section 5.4.2 to provide requirements for feather, sail, or teardrop signs (within new 
Subsection "j"); Table I to identify the zoning districts where air dancers and feather, sail, or teardrop signs 
are permitted or not permitted; and Table II to specify that feather, sail, or teardrop signs shall not exceed 
32 square feet in zoning districts where permitted. 
 
What it means: This warrant article amends Article V - Signs, to add (Section 5.2) definitions for “Air 
Dancer” and “Feather, Sail or Teardrop” signs; (Section 5.4.1) to state that air dancers are prohibited in all 
zones; (Section 5.4.2) to provide requirements for feather, sail and teardrop signs; (Table 1) to identify 
zoning districts in which air dancer, feather, sail or teardrop signs are permitted or not permitted; and (Table 
II) to specify that feather, sail and teardrop signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in zoning districts where 
permitted. 
 
Those for and against say:  No one spoke either for or against this Article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact.   
 
Article 9: Stacked Parking Equals One Parking Space  
 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 8 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Hampton 
Zoning Ordinance as follows? 
 
Amend Article VI - Parking. Section 6.3.10 as follows: To delete the stacked parking language pertaining 
only to Condominium Conversions of Pre-existing Non-conforming Uses, replacing it with a new Section 
6.3.11 which states that on any lot containing one (1) or more dwelling units, stacked parking shall 
constitute one parking space regardless of the number of parking spaces in the stack. 
 
What it means: This warrant article amends stacked parking language pertaining to Condominium 
Conversions of Pre-Existing Non-Conforming Uses, adding Section 6.3.11, defining stacked parking on a 
lot containing one or more dwelling units. The new definition is that stacked parking shall constitute one 
parking space, regardless of the number of vehicles that can be parked end-to-end in that space. Stacked 
parking refers to vehicles parked in front of one another, rather than next to each other. 
 
Those for and against say: No one spoke either for or against this Article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
 

Articles 10-45 are Town Sponsored Articles 
 

Article 10: Planning Services for Phase I of Revised Master Plan ($18,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $18,000 for the purpose of contracting 
professional planning services for the completion of a series of Phase I tasks intended to provide the 
foundation for a future update of the Town of Hampton Master Plan. Per RSA 674:1, it is the duty of the 
Planning Board to prepare and amend from time to time a master plan to guide the development of the 
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municipality. Further, RSA 674:3.11 states that revisions to the plan are recommended every 5 to 10 years. 
Most chapters of the existing Town of Hampton Master Plan are considerably older than 10 years, and the 
Plan as a whole is not in a user-friendly format. 
 
This Article is for Phase I only, and the proposed tasks to be completed during this initial phase of work 
include establishing and facilitating a Master Plan Steering Committee, facilitating inter-municipal 
coordination, initiating a visioning process resulting in a draft Vision Chapter, and preparing (with Steering 
Committee guidance) a Master Plan Template outlining anticipated chapters and general content areas. It is 
also anticipated that technology will be utilized to engage with the residents of Hampton. The deliverables 
from Phase I will provide the Town of Hampton Planning Board with options for pursuing Phase II of the 
project, which would involve the full update of the Town's Master Plan. This shall be a non-lapsing 
appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and shall not lapse until the purpose of this Article is completed or by 
December 31, 2021, whichever is sooner? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: A Master Plan is a blueprint for the future.  How do you want your Town to look?  Do you 
want open spaces?  What types and how much development should be allowed?  It is a comprehensive, long 
range plan that will guide decisions over the next 10-20 years. This warrant article would fund a 
professional planning service to complete Phase 1 tasks associated with a future update of the Town of 
Hampton Master Plan. The deliverables from Phase 1 will provide the Planning Board with a framework 
and options for pursuing Phase II, which would involve a full update of the Town’s Master Plan.  Phase 1 
work is expected to take about 15 months, and will consist of the following steps, as presented at 
Deliberative Session.  
 

 
Steering Committee 
(SC) Facilitation 

 
Convene up to 8 SC meetings, facilitate discussions, 
provide technical and guidance information 

 
 
 

$4,500 

 
 
 

March-Dec 2019 
 

Inter-municipal 
Coordination 

 
Coordinate input and review of documents etc. with 
Departments and staff, and land use boards and 
commissions 

 
Vision Session and 
Chapter 

 
Conduct 1-2 public Visioning Session and prepare a 
draft Vision Chapter including up to 6 SC meetings 
and 2 presentations to the Planning Board 

 
 

$5,500 

 
 

Apr 2019 – June 2020 

 
Outreach 

 
Coordination with boards and commissions; 
implement a public outreach campaign for the 
Vision Chapter and Master Plan Template 

 
 

$3,500 

 
 

Mar 2019 -June 2020 

 
Master Plan 
Template 

 
Draft template outlining chapters and general content 
areas, and appendices (with SC guidance) 

 
$4,500 

 
Aug 2019 -June 2020 

Subtotal Cost $18,000 15 months 

 
Those in favor say:  A Master Plan is required by statute. Revisions to the plan are recommended every 
five to ten years. The current Master Plan was adopted in 1985, with some subsequent chapter amendments 
since that time.  It has been 34 years since the last comprehensive update.  Having a current Master Plan 
will allow the Town to be more competitive for grant funding. 
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The process of establishing a revised Master Plan will encourage better relationships between the various 
departments.  It’s for the future, and it’s by the people – what do we want our community to look like?  We 
need something to guide development.  Lots of decisions are made with reference to a Master Plan, which 
was last updated when our population was about 8,000 people – roughly half what it is today. 
 
Those against say: Phase II will be expensive.  Phase 1 is not detailed enough to indicate what work will 
be accomplished.  There were questions about the usefulness of the document. 
 
Fiscal impact:  The $18,000 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $2.04.  
 
Article 11: Operating Budget of $28,141,882 versus Default Budget of $27,595,116 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by special 
warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant as 
amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling $28,141,882. Should this article be defeated, 
the default budget shall be $27,595,116, which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous 
action of the Town of Hampton or by law or the governing body may hold one special meeting in accordance with RSA 
40:13, X and XVI to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: The voters are presented with two budgets. The Default Budget is regulated by RSA 40:13 
and is determined by the amount of the previous-year approved budget, as adjusted by debt service, and 
contracts/obligations mandated by law.  The Default Budget will be the Operating Budget for the Town in 
the event the Proposed Operating Budget does not pass.   
 
The Proposed Budget as presented by the Budget Committee, includes items not allowed by the RSA to be 
included in the Default Budget, such as increased but not-voted contractual costs, and anticipated needs 
determined by the various Town Departments.  The difference between the Default Budget and the 
Proposed Budget is $546,766.  Of this increase, $208,846 is due to anticipated increases in Waste Disposal 
costs.  Should the Proposed Operating Budget fail to pass, absorption of these costs will require decreased 
spending or decreased services in other areas. 
  
The Default Budget adds $0.224 per $1,000 valuation or $90.72 for the average-value home in Hampton. 
The Proposed Budget adds $0.387 per $1,000 valuation or $156.73 for the average-value home in Hampton 
($66.01 more than required by the default budget.). 
 
To calculate the effect on your property tax (for your specific property): 

1) Divide the Tax Assessor’s Valuation of your home by 1,000. (Example: for the average assessment 
of $405,000, the number to use would be 405.) Use your latest tax bill, or go to: 
http://gis.vgsi.com/hamptonnh/Search.aspx and enter your street address to get your valuation. 
 

2) Multiply the result in #1 by .387 to get the tax impact of the proposed Operating Budget. Multiply 
the result in #1 by .224 to determine the tax impact of the Default Budget. 

 
Those in favor say: This is the proposed operating budget for the Town of Hampton for 2019, created with 
input from department heads, committees and commissions, and vetted by the Board of Selectmen and the 
Municipal Budget Committee.  It represents what the Department Heads believe they need to meet the 
demands of the residents of Hampton.  There was a strong commitment to keep taxpayer costs reasonable, 
and still be responsive to the operational needs of the Town.  Almost 40% of the difference between the 
Default Budget and the Proposed Budget ties to the increases in solid waste disposal fees, over which the 
Town has no control. 
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Those opposed say: We should be looking at other revenue sources such as impact fees to help offset 
increasing Town costs. 
 
Fiscal impact: The average Hampton home valued at $405,000 would bear an increased tax cost of $66.01 
in 2019 if the Proposed Operating Budget is approved, as compared to the Default Budget. The total 
increase would be $156.73. 
 
Article 12 – Collective Bargaining Agreement Police Sergeants ($32,001 full year) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to approve the cost items included in the collective bargaining agreement 
reached between the Hampton Board of Selectmen and the Hampton Police Association (Sergeants), which 
calls for the following increases in salaries and benefits at current staffing levels, over the amount paid in 
the prior fiscal year:   

Estimated Increase (over previous year level) 
2019 (39 weeks) $ 21,275 
2020 (52 weeks) $ 32,001 
2021 (52 weeks) $ 27,528 

                                                            2022 (13 weeks)             $  6,221 
  

And to further raise and appropriate $21,275 for the current fiscal year, such sum representing the 
additional costs attributable to the increase in salaries and benefits required by the new agreement over 
those that would be paid at current staffing levels? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: This Article provides a 2.8% salary increase, in line with the federally defined cost of 
living, meaning that Hampton Sergeant’s salaries will keep pace with inflation if this Article passes. 
 
Those in favor say: Helps the town to attract and retain both regular police officers and the summer 
personnel who are handling an ever-increasing tourist crowd during the summer months.  If we want good 
people, we need to pay them fairly. 
 
Those opposed say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The average Hampton home valued at $405,000 would bear an increased tax cost of $3.87 
in 2019 (39 weeks); and (if total property valuations and exemptions remained the same) $7.37 in 2020 (for 
52 weeks); $5.90 in 2021 (for 52 weeks) and $1.14 for 2022 (for 13 weeks) at current staffing levels. 
 

Article 13 - Collective Bargaining Agreement with Police Patrolmen ($131,484 full year)  
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to approve the cost items included in the collective bargaining agreement 
reached between the Hampton Board of Selectmen and the Hampton Police Association (Patrolman), which 
calls for the following increases in salaries and benefits at current staffing levels, over the amount paid in 
the prior fiscal year: 

Estimated Increase (over previous year level) 
 

2019 (39 weeks) $ 80,204 

2020 (52 weeks) $131,484 
2021 (52 weeks) $129,954 

      2022 (13 weeks) $ 30,950 
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And to further raise and appropriate $80,204 for the current fiscal year, such sum representing the 
additional costs attributable to the increase in salaries and benefits required by the new agreement over 
those that would be paid at current staffing levels? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: These Article provides a 2.8% salary increase, in line with the federally defined cost of 
living, meaning that Hampton Patrolmen’s salaries will keep pace with inflation if this Article passes. 
 
Those in favor say: Helps the town to attract and retain both regular police officers and the summer 
personnel who are handling an ever-increasing tourist crowd during the summer months.  If we want good 
people, we need to pay them fairly. 
 
Those opposed say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The average Hampton home valued at $405,000 would bear an increased tax cost of $15.91 
in 2019 (39 weeks); and (if total property valuations and exemptions remained the same) $26.08 in 2020 
(for 52 weeks); $25.78 in 2021 (for 52 weeks) and $6.14 for 2022 (for 13 weeks) at current staffing levels. 
 
Article 14 – Optional Tax Credit for Combat Service  
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to adopt the optional tax credit for combat service under the provisions of 
RSA 72:28-c in accordance with the procedure of RSA 72:27-a, with said exemption to be $500. The tax 
credit for combat service shall be subtracted each year from the property tax on the qualifying service 
member's residential real estate, as defined in RSA 72:29, II. To qualify for the tax credit for combat 
service, a person shall be a resident of this state engaged at any point during the taxable period in combat 
service as a member of the New Hampshire National Guard or a reserve component of the Unites States 
Armed Forces, called to active duty. For purposes of this section, and in accordance with Internal Revenue 
Service Publication 3, Armed Forces Tax Guide, "combat service" shall mean military service in one of the 
following areas: (a) An active combat area as designated by the President in an Executive Order, for which 
the service member receives special pay for duty subject to hostile fire or imminent danger as certified by 
the Department of Defense. (b) A support area as designated by the Department of Defense in direct 
sustainment of military operations in the combat zone, for which the service member receives special pay 
for duty subject to hostile fire or imminent danger as certified by the Department of Defense. (c) Service in 
a contingency operation as designated by the Department of Defense, for which the service member 
receives special pay for duty subject to hostile fire or imminent danger as certified by the Department of 
Defense. The application for the tax credit shall be accompanied by the service member's military orders, 
and shall include such information as may be required for the assessor's off ice to verify the dates of combat 
service. The service member shall be eligible for the credit in each tax year in which the combat service 
occurs, but the credit may be prorated in the second tax year based on the duration of combat service. The 
tax credit for combat service shall be in lieu of, and not in addition to, the optional veteran's tax credit under 
RSA 72:28 or the all veterans' tax credit under RSA 72:28- b? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: This new credit would allow eligible service members to receive an optional $500 property 
tax credit for combat service under RSA 72:28-c. This optional $500 property tax credit would be available 
to eligible service members in the year that they serve in combat as a member of the New Hampshire 
National Guard or a reserve component of the United States Armed Forces called to active duty in 
accordance with IRS Publication Guide 3, Armed Forces Tax Guide.  Service members would provide 
required information with their application and once dates of combat service are verified, the service 
member would be eligible for the credit in each tax year based on the duration of combat service 
(possibility of proration in the second year based on duration of combat service). This credit would be in 
lieu of the other optional veterans tax credits (RSA 72:28or RSA 72:28-b) already offered/available to 
qualified service members. 
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Those in favor say: While Hampton has other tax credits this would be an additional offering for those 
who go to combat zone. The point was made that this credit is not just for those engaging in combat, but for 
all service members that are called to active duty in a combat zone. 
 
Those opposed say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: As a new credit, it is not possible to estimate 2019 costs. It is unknown if and how many 
current service members will be called to combat service. 
 
Article 15: Increase Veteran's Tax Credit from $500 to $750 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to increase the amount of the property tax credit for the veterans' optional 
tax credit previously adopted by the Town in 1991 from $500 to $750 in accordance with the authority 
provided by Chapter 148 of the Laws of 2018? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: The Town currently offers a $500 optional veteran’s tax credit  (RSA 72:28). This Article 
would increase the credit to $750, in the tax year beginning April 1st.  The optional veterans' tax credit 
would be subtracted each year from the property tax on the veteran's residential property. According to the 
Town Assessor, 793 Hampton veterans received the credit in 2018 totaling approximately $396,500 
reduction in collected tax revenue.  If the proposed increase is passed, the foregone tax revenue would 
increase to approximately $595,000 if all 793 veterans applied for the credit, an increase of $198,500. 
 
Those in favor say:  The credit was adopted in 1991 and hasn’t been increased since.  Those in favor 
would like to continue the Town’s support for our veterans, and do not want to see longtime residents move 
due to property tax costs. 
 
Those opposed say:  Residents will need to consider their tax rate impacts and understand that budgets 
may need to be trimmed in other areas to account for the increased expense to help support veterans. 
 
Fiscal impact:  There is no direct “cost” so the Article reads “no tax impact”.  However, there will be less 
revenue collected in the amount of $198,500.  That will create an additional tax burden for the average 
Hampton home valued at $405,000 of $23.94. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by 
.059 to get your specific tax impact.)  That cost will remain for future tax years. 
  
Article 16: Increase Veteran's Tax Credit for Service-Connected Disability from $2,000 to $4,000 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to increase the amount of the property tax credit for the veterans' 
permanent service-connected disability previously adopted by the Town in 1991 from $2,000 to $4,000 in 
accordance with the authority provided by Chapter 105 of the Laws of 2018? (Majority vote required) 
What it Means: The Town currently offers a $1,400* (not $2,000 as stated in the warrant article) property 
tax credit for veterans who have total and permanent service-connected disabilities  (RSA 72:35). This 
Article would increase the credit to $4,000 (from $1,400), in the tax year beginning April 1st.  The optional 
veterans' tax credit would be subtracted each year from the property tax on the veteran's residential 
property. A surviving spouse of a resident who suffered a service-connected death may have the amount 
subtracted from the property.  According to the Town Assessor, 33 Hampton veterans received this credit in 
2018 totaling approximately $46,200 to those veterans who applied for it. If the proposed increase passes, 
the cost would increase to approximately $132,000 if all 33 veterans applied for the credit, representing 
foregone tax revenue of $85,800. 
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Those in favor say:  The credit was adopted in 1991 and hasn’t been increased since.  Those in favor 
would like to continue the Town’s support for our veterans, and do not want to see longtime residents move 
due to property tax costs. 
 
Those opposed say: Residents will need to consider their tax rate impacts and understand that budgets may 
need to be trimmed in other areas to account for the increased expense to help support veterans. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no direct “cost” so the Article reads “no tax impact”.  However, there will be less 
revenue collected at an estimated amount of $85,800 if this Article passes. That will increase taxes for the 
average Hampton home valued at $405,000 by $10.35. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and 
multiply by .026 to get your specific tax impact.)  That cost will remain for future tax years. 
 
Article 17: Fire Department Personal Protective Gear - Cost to be Covered via Unassigned  
Fund Balance 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund in accordance with the provisions of 
RSA35 for the purposes of purchasing Firefighters Turn Out Gear/Personal Protective Equipment for the 
Town of Hampton Fire Department and for that purpose to raise and appropriate the sum of $200,000 to 
establish such Capital Reserve Fund, with said sum of $200,000 to come from the Unassigned Fund 
Balance, and to appoint the Board of Selectmen as Agents to expend from said fund with such fund to be 
used only to replace Firefighter Turn Out Gear/Personal Protective Equipment? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: A Capital Reserve Fund will put money aside to assure that Firefighters always have 
appropriate protective gear. It has become increasingly apparent that burning materials can cause cancer for 
firefighters. This reserve fund will help to purchase protective gear that is tailored for each individual 
firefighter, and helps to prevent him or her against carcinogens they may encounter while controlling fires 
and protecting the life and property of Hampton residents.  The manufacturer states that this gear should be 
retired no more than 10 years after the date of manufacture, so there will be a regular need to replace gear 
that is damaged or that needs to be pulled out of service. 
 
Those in favor say: Having a Capital Reserve Fund will allow our Firefighters to remain at constant state 
of readiness to protect life and property while maintaining the highest possible level of personal safety. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money was appropriated in prior tax years.  This Article 
is allowing the withdrawal of the money from the fund for the specified purpose. 
 
Article 18: Four Firefighters/EMT's Hired; Cost for the First 3 Years Partially Offset  
by Federal SAFER Grant. 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $414,616 for the purpose of employing 
four additional full time Fire Fighter/EMT's for the Hampton Fire Department, over and above those 
positions funded by the 2019 operating budget, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for, 
contract for, accept and expend Federal Homeland Security SAFER funding, estimated to equal $276,405 to 
be applied against said appropriation. The cost in year two is estimated to be $390,062 with Federal funding 
estimated to be $290,446, and in year three the total cost is $397,622 with Federal funding estimated to be 
$138,187. Federal SAFER grants pay for salary and benefits. This article shall be null and void if the 
Federal funding is not approved or received? (Majority vote required).   
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What it means:  The FEMA SAFER Grant would allow the Town of Hampton to hire firefighters with a 
government subsidy equaling 75% or wages and benefits for the first two years and 35% in the third year. 
Hampton would be responsible for 25%, 25% and 65% of the wages and benefits through the three-year 
grant cycle. After the third year, the Town would be responsible for the full cost of the four Firefighters. 
The Warrant Article factors into the first year all costs associated with hiring that are not covered by the 
grant, including medical clearance, background check, driving record check and gear costs.  If this Article 
passes, the Town of Hampton will hire four additional Firefighters/ EMT’s. That would bring each shift 
from the current nine Firefighter/EMT’s to ten. 
 
Those in favor say:  Since 2012, Hampton has added 1.4 million square feet of real estate. There are fifteen 
new roads, with 102 new homes. Condos have been built where there once stood seasonal studio motels. 
With more and larger-square-footage structures being built, more first responders are needed to respond 
safely to a given emergency.  Even with the approval of this Article, Hampton will still be five firefighters 
below national standards for response to a residential structure fire – and that is when no one is out due to 
injury or illness. The national standard calls for 15 Firefighters on the initial residential response.  The 
Town has also added several commercial structures – a courthouse, a memory-care facility, a hotel and a 
trade school to name a few.  Having ten Firefighters per shift will mean two officers and eight firefighters. 
It will allow Hampton to operate two staffed ambulances and will make every response to a fire safer for 
the Firefighters and the community. 
 
Those against say: Voters need to be able to examine the personnel needs and evaluate that independent of 
the grant opportunity.  One speaker at Deliberative Session felt that the grant was a “camouflage”.  Another 
speaker was concerned about the longer-term impact on the budget when the grant expires. 
 
Fiscal impact:  The 2019 cost of $138,187 would cost the average Hampton property owner about $32.41 
assuming the Article passes and the grant is subsequently forthcoming. No Firefighters will be hired if the 
grant is not secured. In the long run, the Article would cost $49.00 per year for a home valued at $405,000 
once the grant has expired.  (Note: The first-year cost includes Firefighter gear (10 year life) and all hiring 
costs.  The majority of those costs would not need to be repeated in subsequent years.) 
 
Article 19: Town-wide Property Revaluation ($150,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $150,000 to engage the services of  
a licensed revaluation firm to perform a Town-wide revaluation of property in the Town of Hampton as 
required by the State Constitution and the Department of Revenue Administration during the tax year 2019. 
This shall be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the revaluation  
is completed or by March 31, 2021, whichever is sooner? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: The $150,000 will fund the revaluation of all properties in Hampton.  The last town-wide 
valuation was in 2015.   
 
Those in favor say:  This is a self-funding expenditure for most homeowners, because with all the new 
construction in town the updated valuation will distribute the tax burden more fairly 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $150,000 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $18.36. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .045 to get your 
specific tax impact.) 
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Article 20: P/T Code Enforcement Officer (Full Year Cost $22,847) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to instruct the Town Manager to 
appoint a Code Enforcement Officer, who, under the supervision of the Building Inspector would be 
responsible with the Building Inspector, Board of Selectmen and the Town Manager, for the enforcement of 
all Town building codes, zoning and land ordinances, by-laws and regulations; State and Federal laws, 
codes, and administrative regulations. This position shall be a part-time employee of the Town who shall 
report to the Building Inspector and the Town Manager and to raise and appropriate the sum of $17,136 to 
fund the part-time salary from April1, 2019 with the annual cost thereafter of $22,847 for such position? 
(Majority vote required) 

 
What it means: A part-time person will be hired with the sole responsibility of ensuring that our Building 
Codes and Zoning Codes are enforced.  The full-year cost will be just under $23,000. 
 
Those in favor say: It makes little sense to enact new Building, Zoning or Planning Ordinances if there is 
no one to make sure that once a project is approved, the owners follow through with what has been 
stipulated, especially when a variance has been approved with certain conditions. Having a Code 
Enforcement Officer is similar to having a Police Department, in that the community is safer and healthier 
when a dedicated person is in place to assure that laws/ordinances/regulations/variances are followed. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact:  The full year cost of $22,847 will create an additional ongoing tax cost for the average 
Hampton home valued at $405,000 of $18.36. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by 
.045 to get your specific tax impact.) 
 
Article 21: Repairs to Streets, Partially Offset by Highway Block Grant ($273,939) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $590,170 for improvements to streets 
consisting of paving overlays, adjustments to structures to permit paving, re pairs and replacements to 
drainage, re pairs and replacement to sewers if needed for pavement repair, repairs to sidewalks and 
driveway openings, crack sealing and curbing installation and improvements and repairs to Town Parking 
Lots and parking areas. Upon completion of the work scheduled in this warrant article, if funds remain 
unused the DPW may proceed to the next street(s) on their priority repair list until said unused portion is 
spent. Said appropriation to be offset by the State Highway Block Grant estimated to be $316,231. This 
shall be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and shall not lapse until the projects are completed or 
by March 31, 2021, whichever occurs sooner? 
 
What it means: The Town of Hampton has been successful in receiving NH DOT Highway Grant Block aid 
that help to maintain Class IV and Class V “highways” (basically compact sections of town roads). Funds 
are applied to specific projects as identified by DPW and approved by the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Those in favor say: This allows the Town to pursue improvements to roads including paving overlays, 
repairs, crack sealing, curbing and associated utility improvements with a considerable offset from the NH 
highway grant program.  Last year, this covered the Ann’s Lane project (final paving of which will occur in 
the Spring of 2019).  Roads under consideration this year are Elaine and Richard Streets (pending possible 
sewer improvements), Palmer, Sicard and Biery, Nor’east Lane (overlay) and Park Ave (if the Eaton Park 
and Tuck Field culvert improvement Article 24 is approved). 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
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Fiscal impact: The average Hampton home valued at $405,000 would bear an increased tax cost of $33.46 
if this Article passes. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .082 to get  
your specific tax cost.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 22: Road Improvement Capital Reserve Fund ($300,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $300,000 to be added to the Road 
Improvement Capital Reserve Fund created under Article 16 of the 1998 Annual Town Meeting in 
accordance with the provisions of RSA 35 for the purpose of maintenance and/or reconstruction of streets? 
(Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: $300,000 would be appropriated and added to the Road Improvement Capital Reserve 
Fund. This fund will be used for large projects to repair our roads in the future.  The current balance is 
$1,912,800, which includes the appropriations approved by voters in prior years.  There was a Warrant 
Article in 2018 that approved a withdrawal for the Lafayette Road work.  That money will come out of the 
fund when the bills are ready to be paid, likely starting this summer, but is currently part of the balance. 
 
Those in favor say: This fund is intended for large projects and significant issues.  There is a five- 
member team that controls this line item.  They accept recommendations from the Department of 
Public Works, but an outside committee makes the decisions. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke in opposition at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $300,000 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $36.31. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .089 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 23: DPW Trucks Purchase; Cost to be Covered by Unassigned Fund Balance 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $243,165 for the purchase of the 
following replacement vehicles for the Department of Public Works: one 1-ton dump truck with plow and 
wing; two (2) 3/4 ton trucks with plows, and two (2) sidewalk maintenance vehicles; replaced vehicles to be 
traded in if deemed to be prudent by the Public Works Director, Town Manager and Board of Selectmen, 
with said sum of $243,165 to come from the Unassigned Fund Balance. This shall be a non-lapsing 
appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and shall not lapse until these purchases are completed or by March 31, 
2020, whichever is sooner? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: This Warrant Article allows for the replacement of five trucks in the DPW fleet that have 
served the town for periods ranging from 10 years to 17 years.  Funds will be taken from the Unassigned 
Fund Balance (money previously raised and not used). 
 
Those in favor say:  DPW experienced a high degree of repair costs in recent years due to maintenance on 
these vehicles.  Essentially, we are re-buying the vehicles every four to five years as a result of repair costs, 
which is not a wise investment for the community. The two sidewalk maintenance vehicles are not reliable.  
Both had to come back into the shop during a recent storm, and parts are no longer available in the US, but 
need to be imported at considerable expense. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money was appropriated in prior tax years.  This 
Article is allowing the withdrawal of the money from the fund for the specified purpose. 



 

Page 15 of 30 © InTheKnowHampton.org 2019. This document is provided as a community service by a private group. The 
Town of Hampton has not reviewed nor is it responsible for this document in any way. 
 

Article 24: Replace Eaton Park/Arch Pipe Culvert ($246,500) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $246,500 for the purpose of replacing 
the Eaton Park Culvert and the associated Arch Pipe Culvert crossing under Park Avenue to Kid's Kingdom 
Parking Lot as the existing Eaton Park culvert is deteriorated and safety improvements into Kid's Kingdom 
need to be made; and for the replacement of a major existing 24" drainage culvert under Park Avenue with 
two culverts to provide adequate flow for the drainage received from the area of High Street, Towle Ave, 
Academy Avenue, Tuck Field, Park Avenue, and Winnacunnet Road, as the current culverts are undersized 
and deteriorated, causing drainage obstructions and reduced flows and cannot be constructed as a larger 
sized culvert without interfering with an adjacent sewer main. The sum shall be used for the engineering, 
design, permitting, and construction of the culverts. This shall be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA32:7, 
VI and shall not lapse until the culverts are installed or by March 1, 2022, whichever is sooner? 
 
What it means:  The existing Eaton Park Culvert is undersized and deteriorated, causing drainage 
obstructions and reduced rate of water flow.  It is not feasible to replace one larger culvert without 
interfering with an adjacent sewer main.  Thus, two culverts are being proposed.  The project will entail 
construction of a new larger drainage manhole, a new catch basin and a reconstructed head wall.  The cost 
for this, and the associated Arch Pipe Culvert will be $246,500. 
 
Those in favor say: This drainage project will alleviate flooding within Tuck Field Parking lot, improve 
safety for the roadway into King’s Kingdom Parking Area and will improve water flow in a large adjacent 
area.  The improvements to King’s Kingdom that were approved by voters on last year’s Warrant cannot be 
completed until these culvert issues along Park Avenue are resolved.  Additionally, a representative from 
the Mosquito Control Commission stated that the drainage issue is contributing to a larger-than-normal 
mosquito population in the area, and that will hopefully also be resolved with this project. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $246,500 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $29.78. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .073 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 25: 5-Yr Lease Mack 6-Wheel Dump Truck ($210,050 total; $42,010 in 2019) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a 5-year lease- purchase 
agreement for a Mack & Wheel Dump Truck with plow, patrol wing and Stainless Steel Sander in the 
amount of $210,050 and to raise and appropriate the sum of $42,010 to fund said lease-purchase agreement 
in year one; said lease-purchase agreement shall contain a non-appropriation clause? (Majority vote 
required) 
 
What it means:  This vehicle will replace a 1997 dump truck with over 80,000 miles. Voters are approving 
only the first-year lease price.  The non-appropriation clause enables Hampton to terminate the lease 
agreement at the end of the current appropriation period without further obligation or penalty if for any 
reason the Town is unable to obtain funding for future payment obligations on the lease. 
 
Those in favor say: Rather than ask Hampton taxpayers to support the cost of an outright purchase in one 
year, the lease arrangement allows us to spread the cost over five years.  An additional benefit is that (aside 
from normal wear and tear) any major repair work will be the responsibility of the lease-holder.  In 2018, 
repairs consumed a significant percentage of taxpayer dollars. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
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Fiscal impact: The $42,010 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $5.30. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .013 to get your 
specific tax impact.)  
 
Article 26: DPW Trucks Purchase; $91,000 Cost to be Covered by Unassigned Fund Balance 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $91,000 for the purchase of a trash 
ejection trailer required for over the highway transportation and disposal of solid wastes and recycling 
collected at the Transfer Station. This shall be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and shall not 
lapse until this project is completed or by March 31, 2020, whichever is sooner. 
(Majority vote required) 

 
What it means:  This request is for a new ejection trailer to join six others used to collect and transport 
trash and recycling.   Use of the Unassigned Fund Balance to pay for this purchase means that there will be 
no increased tax cost in 2019.  The life expectancy on the purchase is 15-20 years. 
 
Those in favor say: There has been rapid growth in amount of trash that DPW picks up, especially in the 
summer or over long holiday weekends when it is not unusual to transport 400 tons of trash each day.  At 
such times, capacity in the current trailers is limited.  Since refuse cannot be shipped on weekends and 
holidays, the contents must be dumped in order to make use of existing trailers for additional pick-ups. But 
critters get at the piles of trash/recycling, glass gets crushed and more staff time is required to clean up the 
mess. Having an additional trailer would allow trash/recycling to remain in the trailer until it can be 
transported, thus reducing workload during heavy periods and helping throughout the year when trailers are 
out for repair.  
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money was appropriated in prior tax years.  This Article 
is allowing the withdrawal of the money from the fund for the specified purpose. 
 
 
Article 27: Replace Water Line that Services the DPW Office and Garage ($85,750) 
 
Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $85,750 for the purpose of the replacement of the 
water line that services the Public Works Department Office and Garage. The replacement of the water line 
will serve to repair a water leak to the DPW garage and office building as well as complete the first phase 
of providing fire protection, will relocate the current service line away from the wastewater treatment plant 
facility, will repair the existing leak and the new line to be provided with this appropriation will be of 
sufficient size to provide hydrant service. Any future water line additions will be able to be looped to 
provide proper flows through the facility including additional hydrants for fire protection. This shall be a 
non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and shall not lapse until the purchase and installation is 
completed or by March 31, 2022, whichever is sooner? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: There is a leak in a one-inch pipe that services the DPW office and a garage building.  
Despite several attempts, the leak has not been located. A new line will be installed that will connect to an 
existing four-inch water line.  The proposed funding will remove ledge, install a new pipe, and provide 
readiness for future fire protection steps. 
 
Those in favor say: This Warrant Article addresses the leak issue, and also will improve safety because the 
size of the current water line does not support fire suppression in the affected building. 
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Those against say: No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $85,750 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $10.61. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .026 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 28: Replace Street Lights with LED ($245,241) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $245,241 for the purpose of replacing 
approximately 872 existing street lights with more energy efficient LED lighting. Further to authorize the 
Board of Selectmen to enter into an agreement with Affinity Led Lighting and accept an expected rebate 
from Unitil Electric in the approximate amount of $122,120? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: Unitil Electric has a program whereby they will provide 50% rebate to support the 
replacement of existing light fixtures with energy-saving LED fixtures.  The Town still owes payments on 
the existing light fixtures.  This rebate program absorbs the owed amount by reducing savings in the first 
five years, referred to as the Buyout Period.  Even during this initial period, the Town will experience lower 
costs for electric use for the LED lights versus the current fixtures.  After the Buyout Period, the savings go 
up dramatically.  The program pays back completely in the seventh year.  Subsequently, the Town saves 
about $65,000 per year.  The LED lights are rated for 120,000 hours or roughly 25+ years of use.   
 
Those in favor say:  The new fixtures have an integrated backlight shield, to be more “night sky friendly”, 
with a built-in bird guard.  They are easier to maintain versus the current fixtures. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $122,120 cost (after Unitil offsets) in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the 
average Hampton home valued at $405,000 of $14.83. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and 
multiply by .036 to get your specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 29: Establish Sidewalk/ADA Capital Reserve Fund ($100,000)  
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to establish a Sidewalk and Americans with Disabilities Improvement 
Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35 for the purpose of estimating, designing, building 
new, replacing and improving sidewalks in either concrete or asphalt depending on location, signage and 
illuminated crosswalk infrastructure including accessibility pursuant to the Americans Disabilities Act and 
to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000 to go into said Capital Reserve Fund and appoint the Board of 
Selectmen as agents to expend from said Fund. Further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for, 
accept and expend any Federal, State or local grants and funds for the purposes of estimating, designing, 
building new, replacing, and improving sidewalks, signage and illuminated crosswalk infrastructure 
including improving accessibility pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act with said grants and 
funds to be added to the Capital Reserve Fund created hereunder? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: Similar to the Road Improvement Capital Reserve Fund, this will allow the gradual 
accumulation of funds for large-scale projects so that taxpayers are not asked for funding all at once.   
 
Those in favor say: Having a Sidewalk Capital Reserve Fund greatly improves the Town’s ability to get 
grants because their matching funds are already available, as compared to a town that has to put forward a 
Warrant Article with an unsure outcome.  The fund will also allow the Town to complete projects more cost 
effectively.  An example is when the road has been dug up for sewer work, or culvert work, the sidewalks 
could be addressed at the same time rather than having to do the sidewalks at a future time and possibly 
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need to dig up newly paved roadways to accomplish the work.  Another speaker indicated that a Town can 
be forced to make all streets ADA-compliant at once if it is determined that they are not making good faith 
progress towards compliance. 
 
Those against say: Those who questioned this Article wondered how we know how much is enough in the 
Capital Reserve Fund and questioned how the money would be expended. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $100,000 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $12.24. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .03 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 30: Two Household Hazardous Waste Days ($20,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 for the purpose of conducting 
two (2) household hazardous waste collection days during calendar year 2019; and to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to permit the Town of New Castle to participate in said collection days at their own expense; and 
to apply for, accept and expend for such purpose any funds from the State of New Hampshire, the Federal 
Government, and any private source as may be made available? Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: This is the opportunity for homeowners to responsibly dispose of corrosive or flammable 
items that would be a danger if they were to end up in the regular trash. Products such as paint thinner, spot 
remover, oven cleaner, furniture polish, drain opener, pool chemicals and hair spray are considered 
hazardous because they contain chemicals that are corrosive, explosive, reactive, flammable or toxic. Trash 
disposal of products containing mercury is banned, including thermometers, thermostats, electrical switches 
and relays, fluorescent light bulbs, button cell batteries. 
 
Those in favor say: There will be two Hazardous Waste Collection Days this year, as a result of feedback 
from residents via a survey taken at last year’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day.  The current 
plan is for one in June and one in August.  Hazardous Waste Collection Day assures that hazardous 
materials are not left on the street or thrown in the trash. The town has applied for a Household Hazardous 
Waste Grant from NHDES to offset the costs, and this allows the Town to offer the service at a reasonable 
cost for taxpayers. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $20,000 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $2.45. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .006 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 31: Repairs and Upgrades to the Building at High Street Cemetery ($11,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $11,000 for the purpose of completing 
the construction and enclosing of the Cemetery Building at the High Street Cemetery, including a) strapping 
and insulation of the garage/work area; b) sheet rocking and joint taping; c) installation of LED lighting 
fixtures and 2 electrical outlets and, remounting of light switches; d) installation of 45,000 BTU LP heating 
system with gas piping and exhaust piping and, appropriate wiring and thermostat and to authorize funding 
for said appropriation through the withdrawal of $11,000 from the principal in the Cemetery Maintenance 
Trust Fund, which has a principal balance of more than $500,000 generated from the sale of cemetery burial 
Lots? (Majority vote required) 
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What it means: The work described will be performed using principal from a fund that was set up 
specifically for cemetery maintenance. This fund was previously set up such that only the interest could be 
withdrawn and used annually for maintenance. In 2016, voters passed a Warrant Article to allow money to 
also be deducted from the principal. 

Those in favor say: The cemeteries are owned by the Town, and the Town is responsible for their upkeep. 
The work needs to be done, and the funding available to the Cemetery Trustees is limited. The annual 
interest from the fund was $16,000 last year and about $20,000 this year. This is not enough to fund the 
larger expenses, as well as pay for general annual maintenance. Articles 31, 32 and 33 outline 
work/equipment of $103,000. 

Those against say: The issue with Articles 31, 32 and 33 is that the Cemetery Maintenance Fund was set 
up to use the annual interest to support upkeep.  If the principal is reduced by the amounts requested in 
these 3 articles, it will reduce the fund by about 20%. This in turn will substantially reduce the interest in 
future years that is available to support needed annual care of the cemeteries. 

Fiscal impact: There is no direct tax impact because the money will be taken from a dedicated cemetery 
fund. However, removing principal will reduce the available funding in future years. 

Article 32: New Holland Tractor/Loader for Cemetery Department ($42,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $42,000 for the purchase of a new New 
Holland Tractor/Loader for the Cemetery Department and to authorize funding for said appropriation 
through the withdrawal of $42,000 from the principal in the Cemetery Maintenance Trust Fund, which has a 
principal balance of more than $500,000 generated from the sale of cemetery burial lots? (Majority vote 
required) 

What it means: The Tractor/Loader will be used for work at all the cemeteries in town, and the purchase 
price will be taken from the principal of the Cemetery Trust Fund. The Tractor/Loader will be purchased 
using principal from a fund that was set up as a funding source from which annual interest was to be 
disbursed annually. This use of the principal was allowed via Article 33 in 2016, which passed. 

Those in favor say: The cemeteries are owned by the Town, and the Town is responsible for their upkeep. 
The work needs to be done, and the funding available to the Cemetery Trustees is limited. The annual 
interest from the fund was $16,000 last year and about $20,000 this year.  This is not enough to fund the 
larger expenses, as well as pay for general annual maintenance. Articles 31, 32 and 33 outline 
work/equipment costs of $103,000. 

Those against say: If the principal is reduced by the amounts requested in these 3 articles, it will reduce the 
fund by about 20%. This in turn will substantially reduce the interest in future years that is available to 
support needed annual care of the cemeteries. 

Fiscal impact: There is no direct tax impact because the money will be taken from a dedicated cemetery 
fund. However, removing principal will reduce the available funding in future years. 

Article 33: Tree Removal High Street Cemetery ($50,000) 

Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 for the purpose of removing 
trees from the High Street Cemetery in order to protect grave sites, gravestones and abutting properties and 
roadways, such sum to be used by the Tree Warden under contract for the removal of the trees and for the 
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restoration of said Cemetery caused by such removal, and to authorize the Tree Warden in consultation with 
the Board of Selectmen, Town Manager and the Cemetery Trustees, to contract the work for said purposes, 
and to authorize funding for said appropriation through the withdrawal of $50,000 from the principal in the 
Cemetery Maintenance Trust Fund, which has a principal balance of more than $500,000 generated from 
the sale of cemetery burial lots? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means:  The Town of Hampton owns cemeteries, among the largest of which is the High Street 
cemetery. There are many trees in the cemetery, and quite a few are dead or dying, or have large branches 
that are compromised. The Trustees put forward Article 33 because they feel that it is a basic maintenance 
obligation of the Town and that a hazard exists for visitors and vehicles. The tree removal will be 
performed using principal from a fund that was set up as a funding source from which annual interest was 
to be disbursed annually. This use of the principal was allowed via Article 33 in 2016, which passed. 
 
Those in favor say: Removing trees and doing long-overdue pruning represents an important safety 
issue. These are Town-owned cemeteries, and the Town is responsible for their upkeep. Last year’s request 
for $50,000 to remove dead trees failed, receiving only 29% approval vote.  The work needs to be done, and 
the funding available to the Cemetery Trustees is limited.  The annual interest from the fund was $16,000 
last year and about $20,000 this year. This is not enough to fund the larger expenses, as well as pay for 
general annual maintenance. Articles 31, 32 and 33 outline work/equipment of $103,000. 
 
Those against say: The issue with Articles 31, 32 and 33 is that the Cemetery Maintenance Fund was set 
up to use the annual interest to support upkeep.  If the principal is reduced by the amounts requested in 
these 3 articles, it will reduce the fund by about 20%. This in turn will substantially reduce the interest in 
future years that is available to support needed annual care of the cemeteries. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no direct tax impact because the money will be taken from a dedicated cemetery 
fund. However, removing principal will reduce the available funding in future years. 
 
Article 34: Parks and Rec Department Upgrades, Improvements and Purchases ($124,750) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $124,750 for the following purposes of 
the Park and Recreation Department: (a) Perform a needs assessment for future parks planning $12,000; (b) 
Replace/fix fencing at Inline Rink and throughout Tuck Field $30,000; (c) Renovate/ update Eaton Park 
Building $8,000; (d) Purchase playground surfacing materials for 2 playgrounds $12,000; (e) Purchase a 
Snow plow for Recreation truck $5,000; (f) Install a share structure for 5 corners park/playground $15,000; 
(g) Replace two (2) dugouts at Tuck Field $15,000; (h) Replace Cave Building/Tuck Building doors with 
new lock system $3,000; (i) removal and trimming of trees in dangerous condition in and around Tuck Field 
$24,750; as determined by the Board of Selectmen, the Town Manager and the Director of Parks and Rec, 
and to authorize the withdrawal of $124,750 from the Recreation Infrastructure Special Revenue Fund 
established for the purpose under Article 44 of the 2007 Annual Town Meeting? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: Every year, the needs of the Parks and Recreation Department are identified, and the 
voters need to approve withdrawal of the requested dollars from an established fund. 
 
Those in favor say: The projects will contribute to a safer play environment for the children of our town, 
and the costs have been covered by revenue generated from Town Parking lots. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money will be taken from a separate fund put aside for 
this purpose.  This Article is allowing the withdrawal of the money from the fund. 
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Article 35: Upgrades to Information Technology for Town Departments 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton raise and appropriate the sum of $71,668 for the purposes of continuing the 
upgrade of the Town Information Technology systems including software, hardware, and services for 
Police, Fire, Public Works and other Town Departments, and to replace and upgrade computers and other 
equipment, upgrade the Town office phone system and equipment to a VOIP (Voice over IP) system and to 
purchase and upgrade the Vision Assessing Database Software, including all necessary services and 
support, with said sum of $71,668 to come from the Unassigned Fund Balance. This will be a non-lapsing 
appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and shall not lapse until the work is completed or by March 31, 2021, 
whichever is sooner? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means:  The noted upgrades will be put in place, and the dollars will be withdrawn from the 
unassigned fund balance, which are tax funds that were appropriated in a prior year. 
 
Those in favor say: Technology demands updates for security and functionality reasons.  These upgrades 
are necessary and will add to staff efficiency. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money was appropriated in prior tax years.   
 
Article 36: Social Services Contribution ($177,724) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $177,724 for the cost of Hampton's 
contribution to twenty-one (21) human service agencies in the Seacoast in the amounts corresponding to the 
agencies' requests in the right hand columns as follows: 
 

Human Service Agency  FY 2018 FY 2019 Request 

American Red Cross  $  2,000.00 $  2,000.00 
Big Brothers Big Sisters  $  8,000.00 $  8,000.00 
Child Advocacy Center  $  1,250.00 $  1,250.00 
Child and Family Services (now Waypoint)  $  6,000.00 $  6,000.00 
Crossroads House  $15,000.00 $15,000.00 
Families First Health & Support Center  $10,000.00 $10,000.00 
Haven Violence Protection & Support Services  $  7,500.00 $  7,500.00 
Lamprey Health Sr. Trans. Program  $  4,200.00 $  4,200.00 
New Generation Shelter  $  2,000.00 $  2,000.00 
One Sky Community Services  $  5,100.00 $  5,000.00 
Retired & Senior Volunteer Program  $  1,800.00 $  1,800.00 
Richie McFarland Children's Center  $  5,400.00 $  5,400.00 
Rockingham Community Action  $25,000.00 $25,000.00 
Rockingham Meals on Wheels  $  7,174.00 $  7,174.00 
Seacoast Family Promise  $  2,500.00 $  2,500.00 
Seacoast Mental Health Center  $  8,000.00 $  8,000.00 
Seacoast Visiting Nurse  $40,000.00 $40,000.00 
Seacoast Youth Services  $  2,500.00 $  2,500.00 
Transportation Assistance for Seniors (TASC)  $  9,600.00 $  9,600.00 

  Total:                                                                               $177,724.00         $177,724.00 
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These twenty-one (21) human service agencies shall each be required to give a written report at the end of 
the calendar or fiscal year 2019 to the Board of Selectmen highlighting what the funds were used for and 
what impact the funds had in assisting to achieve their goals and objectives? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: Each of the listed agencies will receive a donation from the town in the noted amount.  The 
funds raised and donated last year are provided for comparison.  This is an “all or none” Warrant Article.  If 
the Article passes, all the listed agencies receive the specified donations.  If it fails, none do.   
 
Those in favor say: This is something we do every year.  These agencies handle issues that the town would 
need to handle if the agencies were not, so these donations avoid other, possibly higher taxpayer expenses. 
 
Those against say: This sort of funding should be voluntary, not mandated via property taxes.  A person 
should not be required to support all of these agencies if he or she has a philosophical disagreement with 
one or more on the list. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $177,724 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $21.62. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .053 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 37: Convert Stored Paper Documents to Electronic Format ($50,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 to continue the process of 
converting stored paper documents to electronic format as authorized by Chapter 226 of the Acts of 2016, 
with said sum of $50,000 to come from the Unassigned Fund Balance. This shall be a non-lapsing 
appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and shall not lapse until the purpose is completed or by March 31, 2021, 
whichever occurs sooner? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: Certain town records are required to be kept indefinitely. As the years go by and the 
population grows, the number of documents and the space required grows exponentially.  This Article 
approves the use of unexpended funds from prior years to be used to begin the process of preserving the 
documents in an electronic format. 
 
Those in favor say: Having historical documents in electronic form makes them more accessible for all.  It 
also helps to reduce the space required to store older documents. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money was appropriated in prior tax years.  This Article 
is allowing the withdrawal of the money from the fund for the specified purpose.  
 
Article 38: Police Forfeiture Fund ($90,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $90,000 to carry out all lawful 
functions allowed under federal, state and local criminal justice forfeiture programs and to authorize the 
withdrawal of said sum of $90,000 from the Police Forfeiture Special Revenue Fund created for that 
purpose under Article 55 of the 2003 Town Meeting? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: During normal police operations, items of value may be forfeited by individuals. There are 
expenses associated with the management of such property, including storage, auctioning, returning items 
where appropriate, etc.  NH law permits the auctioning of this property where appropriate, and the monies 
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so received are put into a fund.  This Article seeks approval to use the funds to cover the cost of managing 
the forfeiture process and other activities approved via the RSA’s. 
 
Those in favor say: This is a standard, annual procedure. 
 
Those against say: Those opposed take issue with taking the property of others in the first instance (as 
opposed to the annual procedure of withdrawing money from the fund); or have issues with how the funds 
are spent.  Both of these issues are defined at the state-level and would not be affected one way or the other 
by the decision on this Article. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money will be taken from a separate fund put aside for 
this purpose.  This Article is allowing the withdrawal of the money from the fund.  
 
Article 39: Replace Interior Front Doors at Town Hall ($16,440) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $16,440 for the purpose of replacing 
the interior front doors at the Town Offices in order to make them ADA compliant. The doors will be 
replaced by sliding glass door(s) that are motion activated to allow unlimited access by the handicapped, 
with said sum of $16,440 to come from the Unassigned Fund Balance. The exterior front doors have 
already been replaced in this manner. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and shall 
not lapse until the work is completed or by March 31,	2020, whichever is sooner? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: Town Hall currently has exterior doors that slide open when motion activated, but the 
interior doors need to be pulled open, which can be difficult for anyone in a wheelchair or even with hands 
full.  The proposed doors would also slide open when approached to make Town Hall more welcoming (and 
compliant).  The funds will come from the unassigned fund. 
 
Those in favor say: There is a ramp leading up to Town Hall, so a person in a wheelchair can access the 
building, and the motion-detector exterior doors allow easy entry into the lobby. In order to access the 
interior of the building, to visit the Town Clerk, or to pay property taxes, however, that person would need 
to await help.  Installing the motion-detector sliding doors would solve that problem and improve the 
Town’s ADA compliance. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money was appropriated in prior tax years.  This Article 
is allowing the withdrawal of the money from the fund for the specified purpose. 
 
Article 40: Naval Committee Fund ($10,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 for the purpose of creating and 
supporting the Town of Hampton Naval Committee Fund, with said sum of $10,000 to come from the 
Unassigned Fund Balance. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA32:7, VI and shall not lapse 
until the work of the Committee is completed or by March 31, 2024, whichever is sooner? (Majority vote 
required) 
 
What it means: This requests the voters of Hampton to support the activities of the Naval Committee, 
which provides hospitality to naval personnel on vessels visiting the Town of Hampton.  Until now, a group 
of volunteers filled the role through volunteer time, and costs have been covered with private funds. 
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Those in favor say: We have been asked to host more ships. Residents of this town should feel honored 
that the Navy has asked Hampton to support this effort. 
 
Those against say: It’s a volunteer effort and it should stay a volunteer effort. It should not be made a 
responsibility of the taxpayers. The proposal lacks specificity re: how money will be spent.  It is 
inappropriate to use Unassigned Fund Balance for a project that is not specifically for the Town.   
 
Fiscal impact: There is no tax impact because the money was appropriated in prior tax years.  This Article 
would use money from the unassigned fund balance. 
 
Article 41: Repeal Ordinance Related to Unfounded Emergency Calls 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to repeal Sections 167-47, 167-47 A and Section 167-47 B Permissible 
unfounded emergency calls; Section 167-48 Service Charge; Sections 542-3 Service charge for unfounded 
emergency calls; and Section 542-4 Permissible unfounded emergency calls. New Hampshire statutes 
provide that false alarms, regardless of cause, are violations of law that are handled by the Police and the 
Courts not by Town Ordinances making it necessary to repeal these provisions. (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means:  The references are to sections of Hampton’s Code of Ordinances.  The references have 
been deemed unnecessary because State Law covers the same issues. 
 
Those in favor say: No one spoke to this article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
 
Article 42: Change the Rate at which Private Entities are Charged for Police Detail 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to amend Chapter 149-16 Police Attendance to strike from the end of the 
paragraph the words "plus 30%" and substitute the words "plus 50%" or such rate as is voted by the Board 
of Selectmen under RSA 41:9-a" (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: This relates to the cost at which private businesses reimburse the Town for police detail.  
Other places in the Ordinances were previously changed to 50% to better cover our costs, but in Chapter 
149 (Entertainment Ordinance) it was inadvertently left at 30%.  Approval of this Article would bring the 
surcharge for all detail work up to 50%. 
 
Those in favor say: At 30%, the Town is not covering costs including benefits and retirement costs. 
Changing the surcharge to 50% will bring this Ordinance into line with the rest of the Town’s Ordinances 
and will cover the Town’s cost for the time of the officers. 
 
Fiscal impact: No direct tax impact, but would generate more appropriate offsets to costs. 
 
Article 43: Distribute to General Fund the Balance of Fund 21, Rescinded in 2007 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to distribute to the general fund all remaining funds that are left in Fund 
21 that was created through Article 41 of 1996 Annual Town Meeting for the improvement of Town owned 
infrastructure located in the Hampton Beach Precinct from 20% of the parking fees collected from Town 
parking lots by the Town under such authority was rescinded by Article 45 of the 2007 Annual Town 
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Meeting and then to close such account, the remaining funds total $41,616.19 plus any additional interest 
earned thereon? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: Fund 21 was established in 1996 to set aside 20% of the revenue from the beach parking 
meters to offset infrastructure costs within the Hampton Village District.  In 2007, a successful petitioned 
Warrant Article rescinded this provision, and put forward a corollary 2007 Article that diverted those same 
funds to the Parks and Rec Fund, used every year to update the playgrounds, etc.  (See 2019 Article 34.)  
Meanwhile, Fund 21, which was rescinded in 2007 still had funds left in it, but the mechanism for receiving 
or disbursing money had been removed by the Warrant Article, which was passed by the voters.  The 
remaining funds were thus “stranded”.  Approval of this Article would take the money out of the fund and 
put it into the General Fund, and remove the account.  
 
Those in favor say: Auditors have questioned why Fund 21 is still on the books, despite the fact that it has 
no mechanism for additions or subtractions.  A “yes” vote allows the Town to take care of this 
housekeeping matter.  Any additional initiatives regarding the parking lot revenue (See “Those against say” 
below) could be pursued whether Fund 21 is still dormant on the books or has been resolved. 
 
Those against say: A “no” vote gives the town the option to re-establish (via another Warrant Article) the 
fund for the purpose it was originally established – beach infrastructure and improvements. 
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
 
Article 44: Conservation Commission Purchase of 70-Acre Parcel off Timber Swamp Rd ($110,000) 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $110,000 (One hundred and ten 
thousand dollars), $55,000 (fifty-five thousand dollars) from taxation and $55,000 (fifty-five thousand 
dollars) from the Conservation Fund for the fee simple purchase and permanent protection of a+/- 70 acres 
parcel (Map 63 Lot 1) located off of Timber Swamp Rd in Hampton for the purpose of conserving open 
space, protecting wildlife and aquatic habitat, and preserving wetlands and flood control areas in the best 
interest of the Town for the appraisal value of $108,000 (one hundred and eight thousand dollars) plus 
$2,000 (two thousand dollars) for legal and closing costs, of which the overall sum may be reduced if land 
conservation grant funding can be secured, said premises to be held in perpetuity by the Town of Hampton 
and placed under the care of the Conservation Commission, this parcel shares a common boundary line with 
both the Hurd Farm (120 acres) and Batchelder Farm (110 acres) Conservation Easements and will be the 
first parcel to connect these two easements, creating greater protection for the Taylor River Watershed, this 
funding will be non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the acquisition of the 
land or by December 31, 2021, whichever is sooner? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: The Conservation Commission has worked with the owner of a parcel of land off Timber 
Swamp Road, and the two parties have agreed on a price.  The Commission finds this land to be a 
particularly attractive acquisition for the Town because it would join together two other protected parcels, 
making for greater contiguous conservation space and helping to further protect the Taylor River 
Watershed.  Of the $110,00 that will be needed, half will come from existing funds currently in the 
Conservation Fund. 
 
Those in favor say: This will join together several contiguous pieces of land for better flood protection, 
water quality protection and wildlife passage & habitat. 
 
Those against say:  No one spoke against this article at the Deliberative Session. 
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Fiscal impact:  The $55,000 additional cost in 2019 will create a tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $3.27. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .008 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
  
Article 45: Establish Heritage Commission 
 
Shall the Town of Hampton vote to establish, in accordance with RSA 673:1, II and 674:44-a, a Heritage 
Commission as proposed by the Planning Board. As provided in RSA 67 4:44-b: 
 
I. The Heritage Commission shall have advisory and review authority, specifically, as follows: 

a) Survey and inventory all cultural resources. 
b) Conduct research and publish findings, including reports to establish the legal basis for a district 

and preparation of historic district ordinances within the municipality prior to its adoption or 
amendment as provided in RSA 675:6. 

c) Assist the Planning Board, as requested, in the development and review of those sections of the 
Master Plan, which address cultural and historic resources. 

d) Advise, upon request, local agencies, and other local boards in their review of requests on matters 
affecting or potentially affecting cultural and historic resources. 

e) Coordinate activities with appropriate service organizations and nonprofit groups. 
f) Publicize its activities. 
g) Hire consultants and contractors as needed. 
h) Receive gifts of money and property, both real and personal, in the name of the Town, subject to 

the approval of the Board of Selectmen, such gifts to be managed and controlled by the 
Commission for its proper purposes. 

i) Hold meetings and hearings necessary to carry out its duties. 
 
II. Property. The Commission may acquire, in the name of the Town, subject to the approval of the Board 
of Selectmen, by gift, purchase, grant, bequest, devise, lease, or otherwise, a fee or lesser interest, 
development rights, covenant, or other contractual right, including conveyances with conditions, 
limitations, or reversions, as may be necessary to acquire, maintain, improve, protect, limit the future use 
of, or otherwise conserve and properly use the cultural resources of the Town, and shall manage and control 
the same; provided , however, that the Town or Commission shall not have the right to condemn property 
for these purposes. 
 
As provided in RSA 673:4-a: 
 
I. The Heritage Commission shall consist of 5 regular members and not more than 5 alternate members, all 
to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen, provided that: 
 

a) All regular members and alternate members of the Heritage Commission shall be residents of the 
Town. 

b) One regular member and one alternate member of the Heritage Commission shall each be members 
of the Board of Selectmen. 

c) One regular member and one alternate member of the Heritage Commission shall each be members 
of the Planning Board. 

 
The Heritage Commission shall elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman from among its regular members, and 
subsequently establish Rules of Procedure. The Chairman (or Vice Chairman in the absence of the 
Chairman) shall designate an alternate member to sit for a regular member in accordance with the 
membership requirements identified above. 
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Note: This Article follows the prior abolishment of the Town's Heritage Commission (Article 35 from the 
2015 Annual Town Meeting), and is the result of renewed interest in efforts to encourage the preservation 
of buildings and places of historic, architectural and community value within the Town of Hampton? 
(Majority vote required) 
 
What it means:  This would re-establish a Commission to assist the Planning Board in helping to 
document historical resources, help preserve older structures where possible and give guidance to the 
Master Plan related to our historical resources.  The Commission would have elected members and would 
meet as necessary to carry out their duties. 
 
Those in favor say:  We need all the help we can get to hold on to our local heritage.  This is especially 
true of losing older structures to development efforts in Town.  The reason this is being put before the 
voters such a short time after the abolition of the previous Heritage Commission is that the Town and 
particularly the Planning Board has missed the guidance that a dedicated group of people focused on our 
local heritage can bring to the decisions being made about what is allowed, and about how things are done. 
 
Those against say: The previous Heritage Commission was basically non-functional.  Anything that the 
Heritage Commission can do, the Hampton Historical Society can do better.  ITKH note:  A subsequent 
communication with directors of the Hampton Historical Society indicated that they do not have the 
statutory authority that a Heritage Commission has, and that it is not in their Mission Statement to serve as a 
Town Commission.  They do not have the manpower to attend Town meetings or to be “on call” for 
documentation purposes.  They are not interested in taking on the degree of responsibility envisioned in 
Article 45.  Thus, if you are in favor of having this resource in Town vote “yes” and if not, vote “no”, but 
the Hampton Historical Society, as a private museum, is not an option to accomplish these tasks. 
 
Fiscal impact: No tax impact. 
 

Articles 46-50 are Petitioned Articles 
 
Article 46: Christmas Parade ($3,000) 
 
On the petition of Kristen Russell and at least 25 Hampton registered voters, shall the Town of Hampton 
raise and appropriate $3,000 to pay to Experience Hampton Inc., the organizer of the 2010 to 2018 
Hampton Christmas Parades, to help defray the expenses of the 2019 Christmas Parade and related 
activities? (Majority vote required) 
 
What it means: This request is for an annual donation to Experience Hampton to help fund the Christmas 
parade, which occurs in early December each year. 
 
Those in favor say: The parade involves many groups, including businesses, schools and local officials. 
The total cost of the parade is $15,000, of which the taxpayers are being asked to absorb a small fraction. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $3,000 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $.41.  (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .001 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
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Article 47: Hampton American Legion Purchase of Grave Markers ($6,500) 
 
On petition of G. Berkley Bennett and at least 25 registered voters, shall the Town raise and appropriate 
$6500.00 to reimburse the Hamptons American Legion Post 35 for the purchase of 200 bronze service flag 
holder/grave markers.  American Legion Post 35 would place the markers to properly honor the graves of 
our veterans in the High Street Cemetery which are currently missing service flag holder grave markers? 
 
What it means:  Every year, the American Legion in cooperation with the local Scouts put flags on the 
graves of veterans.  In so doing, they have noticed quite a few graves that are not properly marked.  This 
Article would fund the money needed to be sure that all the graves have markers and flag holders.  
 
Those in favor say: The funds would assure that all veteran graves are properly marked and honored. 
 
Those against say: Those against this Article state that this is a great effort, but the mechanism is wrong.  
The funds should come out of the Cemetery Maintenance Trust Fund.   
 
Fiscal impact: The $6,500 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $.82 (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .002 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
 
Article 48: Mace Road Sidewalk ($520,000) 
 
On petition of Meghan Riley and 25 or more registered voters, shall the Town of Hampton vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $520,000 for construction of a sidewalk on Mace Road within the Town's right of 
way for the safety of our residents. 
 
Background: Project reviewed by appropriate parties and estimate includes necessary elements required for 
construction (tree removal etc.)? Majority vote required 
 
What it means: The petitioners who put forward this article are asking for just over a half-mile of 
sidewalk to be installed along Mace Rd. There are already sidewalks along two portions of a large triangle 
including Mill Road and High Street. But Mace Road does not have a Sidewalk, creating safety concerns 
for residents using the area to exercise, walk dogs, push strollers and use wheelchairs/walkers.  
 
Those in favor say: The major objective of this project is to correct a safety issue, as Mace Road is used by 
many families to access Five Corners Park, Marston School and Hampton Academy, as well as to jog and 
ride bikes).  A Mace Road sidewalk is part of the long-term sidewalk plan, but implementation is several 
years out.  In the meantime, pedestrians are at risk.  One of the speakers told the story of a young girl who 
was killed in 1988 on the neighboring portion of High Street, and that was when a sidewalk was installed 
there. The combination of being a frequently-used path for pedestrians, the ever-increasing traffic rate, and 
the tendency for drivers to be distracted is creating an imminent danger. The purpose of addressing this now 
as a petitioned Warrant Article is to mitigate the risk of anyone being injured while we await the longer-
term plan implementation.  All property to be used is within the Town’s Right of Way. 
 
Those against say: There is a plan in Hampton to work on sidewalks and that is how this should be 
addressed, as opposed to through a Warrant Article. 
 
Fiscal impact: The $520,000 cost in 2019 will create an additional tax cost for the average Hampton home 
valued at $405,000 of $63.24. (Take your property value divided by 1000 and multiply by .155 to get your 
specific tax impact.) This decision affects the current year only. 
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Article 49: Smoking Ban on Public Property (With Legal Language) 
 
On petition of Anthony Curro and at least 25 Hampton registered voters shall the Town of Hampton vote to 
establish the following ordinance.  
 
Section 1. Authority 
In accordance with the provisions of New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated Chapter 31, Sections 39, 
I, (a) and (e) authorizing the Town of Hampton to enact by-laws, the following chapter for the regulation of 
smoking is adopted by the Town of Hampton in the Annual Town Meeting assembled. 
 
Section 2. Purpose 
 
It is the declared purpose of the Town of Hampton, through the adoption of this By-Law, to protect the 
human health, preserve the natural environment, conserve precious and dwindling natural resources and to 
curb the desecration of the beauty of the Town of Hampton and the State of New Hampshire and to protect 
the health, welfare and safety of its citizens. 
 
Section 3. Definition 
 
As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the word "smoking" means the 
burning of tobacco, natural or artificial; any narcotic plant, weed or substance, either natural or artificial; 
the use of electronic devices for the purpose of inhaling the smoke therefrom and expelling said smoke in 
and/or on any public park, cemetery, common, beach or other public properties of the Town of Hampton. 
 
Section 4. Unlawful activities 
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the smoking of any substance defined in Section 3 of this 
By-Law in and/or on in any public park, cemetery, common, beach or other public property of the Town of 
Hampton. 
 
Section 5. Enforcement 
 
Any person or persons violating to provisions of these by-laws shall be guilty of a violation and subject to a 
fine of not less than $100 for the first offense, $150 for a second offense and $200 for a third and all 
subsequence offenses to be issued in the form of a summons and notice of fine. Fines imposed shall inure to 
the use of the Town and shall be deposited in the general fund of the Town of Hampton. 
 
Section 6. Severability 
 
In any provision, word, clause, section, paragraph, phrase or sentence of this By-Law is found by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, unlawful or unenforceable, such unconstitutionality, 
unlawfulness or unenforceability shall not affect the other provisions of this By- Law, provided that the 
purpose of this By-law can still be achieved in the absence of the invalid provisions. 
 
Section 7. When effective 
 
This By-Law shall become effective when adopted by the Town Meeting of the Town of Hampton? 
 
What it means: This mirrors the intent of last year’s Warrant Article of the same topic.  The wording of 
that Article was such that it was deemed “advisory”.  This Article is intending to make the smoking ban on 
Town property a part of our Ordinances.  This Article bans smoking in any public park, cemetery, common, 
beach or other public property of the Town of Hampton. 
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Those in favor say:  Although no one expects 100% enforcement of an Ordinance of this type, the 
presence on the books of the smoking ban provides a regulatory basis to request that someone who wishes 
to smoke please remove him or herself from the town-owned property while they do so.  
 
Those against say: The concerns expressed at Deliberative Session on this topic were about the nuances of 
where a person could or could not smoke and about how the Ordinance would be enforced. 
 
Fiscal impact: No Tax Impact. 
 
Article 50: Smoking Ban on Public Property (Without Legal Language) 
 
We, the undersigned registered voters of Hampton, NH, in order to protect human health, preserve the 
natural environment, conserve precious and dwindling natural resources and to curb the desecration of the 
beauty of the Town of Hampton and the State of New Hampshire and to protect the health, welfare and 
safety of its citizens, request you to insert into the warrant for the 2019 Town Meeting the following article 
to see if the town will vote in favor of the following: 
 
To establish a No Smoking Ordinance stating that it is unlawful to smoke in any public park, cemetery, 
common, beach, or other public property of the town of Hampton NH. Person(s) in violation of the 
provisions of the ordinance by-laws will be subject to a fine. 
 
What it means: The same petitioner who put Article 49 on the ballot also put forward Article 50, but was 
advised that the wording of Article 49 would give more Article more legal standing.  The petitioner tried to 
revoke or significantly change Article 50 but the RSAs do not allow that after the Article has been 
accepted.  If you want the smoking ban to become an Ordinance, vote “yes” for Articles 49 and 50.  If you 
are not in favor vote "no" for Articles 49 and 50. 
 
Those in favor say: No one spoke for this Article at Deliberative Session, aside from the attempt to 
significantly change it to make it more in line with Article 49.  That attempt was not accepted by Town 
Moderator due to restrictions of the RSA’s. 
 
Those against say: No one spoke against this Article at Deliberative Session. 
 
Fiscal impact: No Tax Impact. 
 

REMEMBER TO VOTE ON MARCH 12TH. YOU CAN BRING YOUR NOTES WITH YOU TO 
THE BALLOT BOOTH TO SAVE TIME. THANKS FOR BEING A THINKING HAMPTONITE.  


